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impossible attitude. However disguised, it is still
Erastianism; and it is the nature of the Catholic
Church to be proof against that heresy.128 He
reinforces that conclusion by urging that the
Church has a mission fundamentally distinct from
that of any other society. It is on the ground of
6tangible benefits' that the State claims the loyalty
of its subjects;129 but the Church is the sole
guardian of a truth which none but her children
may understand. 'She is the organ and oracle,
and nothing else, of a supernatural doctrine, which
is independent of individuals, given to her once
and for all, ... and which is simply necessary to
the salvation of every one of us ... hence,
requiring, from the nature of the case, organs
special to itself, made for the purpose, whether
for entering into its fulness, or carrying it out
indeed.5130
Here, surely, is the basis upon which the Hier-
archy of 1851 was re-established. The bare state-
ment does less than the merest justice to the
splendid eloquence with which it was adumbrated.
The theory is not original with Newman; its
origins are to be found in the fifth century of the
Christian era. Confronted by difficulties which
were not in essence distinct from those which had
called forth the Durham letter from Russell,
G-elasius I had constructed a theory of Church and
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